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CASE SCENARIO 
 

 Cast of Characters 
Anthony Michaels  Age 10  

Ashley Michaels  Age 6 

Aden Michaels  Age 11 months  

Cynthia Michaels  Mother 

Christopher Michaels Father  

Pauline Blue Paternal Aunt 

Officer Frank Williams Responding Officer 

Rena Jones Agency Child Protective Services (CPS) Investigator  

Stephanie Shaw  Agency foster care caseworker 

Becky Ross  Agency caseworker assigned to supervise visits  

Annie Santosky, LCSW  Family therapist 
 

* Note: For purposes of this training, we will use the term “State’s Attorney” for both the Bureau of General 

Counsel and Assistant District Attorney.  

  FIRST SIX MONTHS OF PLACEMENT 

 

During the first six months, both parents actively engaged in the services outlined in their case plans. Stephanie 

Shaw reported that Mr. and Ms. Michaels attended all their weekly sessions with a substance use counselor. The 

counselor reported that despite Ms. Michaels’ consistent attendance, she didn’t feel that Ms. Michaels was really 

engaged in the treatment. She reported that Ms. Michaels frequently stated that she didn’t need to be in substance 

use treatment because she didn’t have a drug problem and was only attending because her social worker told her 

she had to attend. The counselor reported that Mr. Michaels was more engaged. He admitted to smoking marijuana 

prior to his incarceration but stated that he hadn’t used anything since he was arrested.   

 

Mr. and Ms. Michaels have been visiting with the children regularly. Their visits are weekly and supervised at 

the agency. Additionally, they Skype with the children on Saturday and Sunday evenings for up to 30 minutes. 

Becky Ross, the caseworker assigned for visits, ensures supervision of and caseworker presence during the visits; 

Ms. Ross attends most of the visits. She reports that visits have gone well and that both parents have been 

appropriate. She observed that the children are excited to see both parents at the visits and Anthony has difficulty 

separating from both parents when the visit is over. Aden prefers to be held by Ms. Michaels and becomes very 

upset when she attempts to put him down. Although she enjoys the visits, Ashley has expressed that she wishes 

to remain with her Aunt Pauline. Ms. Ross further reports that both parents are engaged with their children and 

respond well to her direction regarding age-appropriate interaction and discipline techniques. She noted that 

overall, the parents were cooperative and open to direction. She highlighted a few concerns regarding Ms. 

Michaels’ occasional lack of attentiveness and interaction during the visits. On one occasion, Ms. Ross had to 

race to prevent Aden from falling off the back of a chair while Ms. Michaels was sitting beside him using her 

phone. Ms. Ross noted that Mr. Michaels was consistently attentive and interactive with the children. Mr. 

Michaels usually took the responsibility of feeding and changing Aden as well as supervising Ashley with her 

toileting.    

 

The Michaels Family also sees Annie Santosky, LCSW. The children and parents started seeing her after Mr. 

Michaels was released from jail. Since starting, Ms. Santosky reports that the children have attended all scheduled 

sessions. Ms. Michaels has attended 15 of 18 weekly sessions, and Mr. Michaels has attended 8 of the 18 weekly 

sessions. Ms. Santosky communicates with Ms. Michaels’ psychiatrist who reports that Ms. Michaels is 
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medication compliant for her treatment of depression. She sees Anthony and Ashley separately and then has 

another session with the entire family. Anthony wants to return home and Ashley wants to only visit with her 

parents for an hour and live with her Aunt Pauline. She stated that she “never” wants to live with her parents 

again. However, when questioned, Ashley becomes tearful, shuts down, and will not articulate why she doesn’t 

want to return home. A report including all of this information has been submitted with the court letter.   
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CASE REVIEW HEARING 
Direct and Cross Examination of Stephanie Shaw, DCFS caseworker 

  
As part of the Case Review Hearing, the state’s attorney has decided to call Stephanie Shaw, the DCFS 

caseworker, as her only witness at the case review hearing.  Through Stephanie Shaw she intends on getting all 

testimony needed for the hearing and to maintain the children in their present placement.  

 

State’s attorney conducts direct examination: Take all necessary testimony of Stephanie Shaw concerning 

mother’s case plan status and visitations.   

 

Mother’s attorney conducts cross examination: Using the report of the counselor, ask questions regarding 

why there should be such an extended delay to the children’s return home, as they can all go home together 

today and/or pose questions proposing the boys’ immediate return home. 

 

Children’s Attorney conducts cross examination:  Determine which position you are going with and ask your 

questions accordingly.  Make sure to pay attention to the questions asked by the other attorneys.  Sometimes 

you might have a lot of questions and sometimes not many.  You have to be on your toes.  Make sure that you 

let the court know the positions and wishes of the children, which you are allowed to state.   

 

For this exercise please review:  

■ Case scenario 

■ Family Therapy report 

■ Review Hearing Worksheet 

 

Attorney Tips: 

■ For direct:  

o Meet with the witness in advance and decide what the witness will bring with them to the stand.  

o Ask the worker if anything has changed from the time that the counselor wrote the report while 

preparing the witness and also on the stand.  

■ For cross:  

o Decide if all questions for this witness are necessary or if instead pointing out inconsistencies 

during a closing argument may be more effective.  
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Family Therapy Report 

 

Annie Santosky, LCSW                                             April 9, 2021 

 

The Michaels family has been attending family therapy with me since November 2, 2020. We meet weekly. At 

our appointments, I see Anthony and Ashley individually for half an hour each. This is then followed by a 

family session with all the children, including Aden, and the parents together for another half an hour. Ms. Blue 

(foster parent and biological aunt) usually brings the children to the appointments, but sometimes the 

caseworker, Ms. Shaw, brings them. The family visits while waiting for their session in the supervised visitation 

center at Community Counseling. 

 

To date, the children have attended all their weekly sessions. They appear to have adjusted well to their foster 

home with their aunt, though Ms. Blue reports that Ashley throws severe tantrums beyond what is typical for 

her age, and sometimes throws items or destroys property. She also antagonizes and fights with her siblings 

frequently. Caseworker also confirmed that Ashley has some acting out behavior at home and in school. 

Anthony, by contrast, is very eager to please adults and seems parentified. He sometimes presents as withdrawn 

or unresponsive to questioning. 

 

Sessions with the children focus on dealing with their feelings related to their removal from their parents’ home 

and adjustment to foster care. More recently, sessions have focused on the children’s feelings around spending 

more visitation time with their parents and their transition back to living at home with their parents. Anthony 

uses positive language to describe his mother. However, when Ashley is asked about returning to her mother’s 

home, she is adamant that she wants to stay with Aunt Paulie. Anthony is agreeable to returning home but also 

reports that staying with Aunt Paulie would be “okay.”   

 

Ms. Michaels has attended most of the family sessions—she has had to cancel three of 18 weekly sessions due 

to alleged conflicts. Ms. Michaels is appropriate towards the children during these sessions. I have been 

working with her and the children around setting clear parent/child boundaries. I have also been working with 

the family on improving communication with one another, especially when there is family stress or conflict. 

Ms. Michaels is cooperative. The biological father, Mr. Michaels, has attended eight family sessions. He has 

consistently expressed support for Ms. Michaels. 

I understand the agency is suggesting more visitation time between the Michaels children and their mother and 

that the agency plans to reunify the children soon. Because of Ashley’s behavioral issues, it is my clinical 

opinion that a hurried transition of the children will be setting this family up for failure. Ms. Michaels still 

struggles with many aspects of parenting and her own recovery. I understand from Ms. Michaels’ psychiatrist 

reports that she is medication compliant for her treatment of depression. But her substance use counselor 

indicates that Ms. Michaels is not effectively engaged in her treatment, despite her consistent attendance. High 

levels of stress could jeopardize her stability.  

 

In my clinical opinion, a transition home for the children should begin in six months and should be gradual. 

Ashley should continue with therapy to help her address her relationship with her mother and behavior issues 

before any transition home.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

  

Best regards, 
Annie Santosky, LCSW 
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